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THE POLL-TAX FIASCO

Native Son.
America’s

The entire population of each of the numerous states te?t°trTWoI1i?rfw’Rll(. 
is the basis for determining the number of members each “Protection.” Z ' CSS
state shall have in the U. S. House of Representatives. In -------
the southern states, it is likely forty (40) per cents of the 
people can not vote in a federal election. The people, non­
voters, Negroes and Whites are all the victims of laws

— Last “African Mile” Darkest Be- er they wish, lay workers off at 
fore Axis Downed? their discretion, set living stand.
Son, Daughter Serving U. S.; Add ards for workers, fix prices for all 
My “Two Cents Worth.” things, make as much profit as they

Home Fascists Sabotaging t»he can, make only such laws that will 
Peace. increase their profits,—scuttle all

The Great Shame: Efforts to laws that attempt to regulate their
Scuttle Social Gains. transactions with the consumer,
To H . . i With My Ally, the Hot- keep out competition, prevent any.

(Continued From Last Week)

‘‘Mr. Max,” the judge said. “You mere act of understandisg Bigger 
may proceed to call your witness- Thomas will be a thawing out of 
es.” icebound impulses, a dragging of

“The defense does not contest the sprawling forms of dread out 
the evidence introduced here,” of the night of fear into the light 

one"else from making"money that Max said’ therefore waive the of reason, an unveiling of the un-
right to call witnesses. As I stat- conscious ritual of death in which

. .. Social Document of 
Stepchildren ....

By Richard Wtig^it

As It APPEARS
Seeks might cut into their possible in-

By Lowell M. Trice

take. And to pass such laws as ed before at the .proper 
frrvm oaT shall present a plea in 

Thomas’ behalf.”

time I we, like—sleepwalkers, have pavti- 
Higger cipated so dream-like and thought­

lessly. •---------  to prevent themselves
AS FOREWARNED by the men ing each other up.
who are running the war for us, There is yet the thought in the The JU(1£e informed Buckley that “But I make no excessive claims, 
our troops and air force are not minds of most.of our big business *ie ( sum up. b or an hour, Your Honor. I do not deal in

, . having an easy time in going the men that the ideal situation for Rnckley commented upon the tes- magic. I do not say that if we
designed to maintain arbitrary traditions and retrogressive last 20 miles in Africa, in fact it business—is—cheap and plentiful timony of the State’s Witnesses and understand this man’s life we shall
trends of this section of the land. may be an “axis”—Stalingrad—we labor, cheap and plentiful mate- Interpreted the evidence, conclud- solve all our problems, or that when

pray not, but we must be prepared rial, high and exhorbitant prices, in? . 1 , wor(is- we have all the facts at our dis-
Southem states perpetuate political advantage not to hear the bad news and rejoice added to this fact, that labor paid .T he intellectual and moral fac- posa! we shall automatically know

granted or ordained by the U. S. Constitution in the scope When and if we hear the good, barely enough to pay his cost of nRies of mankind may as well be how to act. Life is not that simple.2 s:SSISSKH

INDIANAPOLIS, December 11. — The 
recently cowardly and dastardly attack made 
upon a Negro Army Officer by a local police­
man should be the long awaited signal for 
a city-wide drive against all forms of racial 
discriminatory practices existing within the 
confines of this American Metropolis. * This 
act should be the means of catapulting into 
action forces, which if utilized advisably and 
cautiously, spells doom to the nefarious 
practices certain misguided whites, seeking 
to trample under foot a grossly outnum­
bered and struggling people.

Frankly, we are much more interested in the bearing
the system of federal elections. Power politics of a sub- quicker we get them out the bet. alties. ° ........................ 1 this Court to impose the death open "choice. What I want to do
Versive minority carried the day against the Anti-Poll Tax ter. However, I am one of those --------- sentence upon Bigger Thomas, this iS inject into the consciousness of
gjH _____ who is willing to let the Army, THE GREAT SHAME is that this de^TolIer of women- action open to us and the inevit-

Navy, and the government officials group is afraid to state their side ‘ Mr- Max’ Wl11 y°u 1)e Drepared able consequences flowing from such outbreaks may have upon our community relationships
Notice has been served in this instance, that a real run the war. of the case truthfully, as it should pl< a tomonc,w? each. And then, if we say death, jn tjle future> we are events surrounding the

spirit of democracy, “a mock cry of the times,'’has a small . ~ ~ . ,)<! done. Any um. an honest is. Vwill YourHonor" T, mTn th^ m’o Whma»hat' actual 3ttack- The restaurant manager claims that the. . .. . , J1 , 1 /, 1 , . 1 j £ I HAVE a son in the army; he re- sue is brought truthfullv before 1 WU1’ 10111 r101101- let. us mean that voo; hut -what- ....... , . ,, . ,voice m the land. A handful of the ranking leaders of the that he is receiving the best the American people and is accept. Back in his cel1’ Bteser tum- ever we say, let us know upon Army Officer was intoxicated, therefore, incapable of be-
Democratic Party, on their past records are yet worthy of of treatment. 1 have a daughter ed it will succeed, if on the other |)I.ed lifelessly onto his cot. Soon What ground we are putting our ing serviced. We contend that the tragic affair could very
the faith people. But the Republican Party members of in defense work; she is receiving hand its backers are afraid to let u 11 a11 ove1'’ thought. To- feet, what the consequences are easily have been averted, if drunk or sober, some semblance

had been shown and the hungry"
’The next morning he was awake ram ^h re win As We See U’ the CaUSe °f the tr°uble unquestionably

in his ceil when Max came. On by the manner in which i have was the management’s refusal to acquiesce in the demands 
his way to court he wondered insisted upon conducting the en. of the soldier relative to the food situation. We, there-

gone
Manufacturers no^‘mond W. Willis, Republican, and FYederick VanNuys, Dem- forts to contribute my meager skin if the National 

ocrat, are congratulated on voting for “the rule of cloture.” to the war effort have been unsuc- wish to set wages, living standards,

isftSv&S. SJ&XXZistVs: Kw.rsxvv* .’we:
senate. ... . ”” 1 v T’£‘° ” 0,1 1i~ 1 ” ” ^ t'—^ 1 ~ i1' * ~"

THE HOPES FOR TOLERANCE 
(Reprinted By Request)

saving the peace—lest we fight in English and prove that their sys- 5L°U ^ sf^V(!u^1S
vain. tern is better for the people that

they wish to support them, — stop

1° ment.
the act Of thinking the thought, „.s. what“euTcouwl havTdon"? f this nature, and our'only guarantee of preventing fu- 
he thrust it from him. if he kept ..Ni£?ht ,lftei. night j have lain ture outbreaks of the same, is the removal of all color-bars 

THERE ARE forces at work now blabbing about the “American hope from his mind, then what- without sl‘eep trying ,to think‘of from the downtown area; not specifically eating establish-
on the peace to follow the war. way,” “free enterprise,” which to- over happened vould seem natui- a way picture to you and to the monts, but all public places wherever American money, or
But some much of their lingo is day are wornout phrases and mean- tth® world the causes and reasons why Rs equivalent, is accepted for exchange for merchandise or
double talk. They are only con- ingless to the vast majority of us. pa.' .^im, ,"s’. ' ha , 1n], this Negro boy sits here a self- cprvicp
fusing the ideas, in the hope that Mr. Witherow comes near to being all< * , n0°Ps till sunounueu t ie confessed murdered. How can I, I
from such confusion they will come honest when he says; “I am not court house. The building was still aske(] mySe]f. make the picture of 

The Catholic Church in Its spiritual and humanitarian opt “on top” or ahead. Such hope fighting this war to see that every ulV for what has happened to this hoy
service to mankind reaches every far outpost Of the world. of &ettin& ahead is entirely hu- Hottentot gets a quart of milk,” ,115:.em,e.n ."aa ^„n:aKR aa aive show plain a 1 powerful uponquart of milk,” Bcem,en kad “,1 i”‘ show plain a 1 powerful upon a

. nf* - ,. r,, . .. -j-, ^ p. , % man; with such a hope we have even this ungrateful statement, 111111 jn ,lle crowd- screen of sober reason, when a
JJunng all Oi tne I^nnstian ilia, xne Lamonc unurcn nas no objection, in fact, we approve while these Hottentots lend their crowd. thousand newspaper and magazine
served the spiritual and humanitarian needs of the peoples Of all men Striving to get ahead, land and bodies to help Mr. With. A pang of fear shot through him artists have already drawn it in
or nations Of the earth. The scope Of this service makes hut there is an objection to meth. eron save his so-called “American when he saw that he had been lurid ink upon million sheets of

Indianapolis Is a City of “Liniited” 
Opportunities.

INDIANAPOLIS IS A CITY 
for persons of African descent.

of “limited opportunity” 
The majority of these

bical Christian brotherhood and fellowship of men, in Its 
far flung program of service to human kind.

Catholicism most likely a real universal faith. The Univer- ods used to get ahead. it is these way,” is better than hiding he. the first to get to the table. Max public print? Dare i, deeply mind- limitations were unjustly forced upon this minoritv group
«.ol yn.iaf I’n^vrlfoLLr owiLraz-n o urisW oenno rtf rtT-op methods that we shall attempt to hind a smoke screen of humanity, was somewhere behind him, lost fui of this hoy’s background and u a ^nfhprn plement fniorntino- nnrthwarH rliirimr thp turnBal Church must inevitably embrace a wider scope ot prac- dlscuss from time to time in an pi.eaching good and doing evil. m the crowd, it was then that he race. put his fate in the hands of a soumern element migrating nonnward during tne tuni

effort to consolidate a workable Business is busy now educating felt more deeply than ever what a jury (not of his peers, hut of an me century. IrCOgrapnicaily denned Indianapolis IS 
peace program. Some where he- our new lawmakers of the state, Max had grown to mean to him. alien and hostile race!) whose North Centrally located, but too large a portion of its na-
tween the following two extremes: how to protect their interest—ac- He was defenseless now. What minds are already conditioned by tive population has allowed the seeds of racial intolerance

The Christian tenets of brotherhood and fellowship of 1. Economic Imperialism by busi- cording to Mr. Early of The Star, was there to prevent those people the press of the nation; a press roo| wjthin their hearts,
men are the crying need of a world made mad by greed ness as represented by “Witherow” State chairman speaks to a labor from coming across these railings which has already suggested the

"fE/cm:: sjssbh ss's-sks s s hsk.:
mulgated by the late Huey Long, —with reservation. Thus the home conscious that every eye was upon a trial by jury, willingly entering nis customs and Ideals upon tne community Hie Or Ms 
former U. S. Senator from Louis- front bottle is on in full blitz. him. Max’s presence during the a plea of guilty, asking in the light surroundings. As a result, Indianapolis traditionally “openhim.
iana. --------- trial had made him feel that some. nf the laws of this state that this

Economic Imperialism means that JOE HEPCAT: Native Fascists where in that crowd that stared hoy’s life he spared for reasons
big businessmen have the right will be wrecked, they only see at him so steadily and resentfully which I believe affect the founda-

The records show Catholic leaders have without outside interference of any where they come from—not where was something that he would cling tions of our civilization.

arraying class against class, group against group and racial 
attitudes of hostility among Christian peoples.

During all of the Christian Era, wise and pious leaders 
of the laity and clergy of the Catholic Church have judged 
the misgivings or burdens of lamentable traditions within 
their surroundings.
served humanity generally, wisely, fully and nobly to prac- kind to pay whatever wage to work- they are going, 
tical .ends, in every age, clime and nation. The practical 
ends of such service, however, at times have awaited the 
human responses of society, peoples or nations of some par­
ticular sphere of human activity.

Speaking recently before a Catholic Charities Confer­
ence in Kansas City, the Most Reverend Bernard J. Shiel, 
auxiliary bishop, of Chicago, stated, “It is the most dan­
gerous kind of hypocrisy to wage a war for democracy and
at the same time to deny the basic benefits of democracy writers more biting 
to any group of citizens.” Editor, The Recorder,

Bishop Shiel again Hoted, “If the Negro is worthy to Dear sir; 
die with the. white men, then he is worthy to live with them There has been quite a change Christmas
on terms Of honest objective equality. The decisive hour, in the Negro world since Carl Van prayer for the war to cease.
has come in which it must be decided whether the favored yRRk HaHem6 TheTf is^fT!-1 more Since ,he wisf; Mon cen'turies 
classes would rather save their pride and privileges or save fight in the colored race than was aad ^‘csemed110the^rhHst^child 
their country. The opportunity to progress, to better them- the case in 1926. There is no long. with gjf)s lhe f.pil.jt of Chriptmas 
selves economically, to share the industrial, social, political er any craving to have tender- is .eeogni’zed as being the appro- 
and cultural life of America—these are the things the ™ pi ia,n timo for giving, so do not front 0f the room.
American Negro seeks

to, if only he could get at it. There “The most habitual thing for

Public Sentiment
In The Editor’s Mail

smoldered in him the hope that qou,t (j0 js to take the line 
Max had made him feel in the.first 
long talk they had had. [But he 
did not want to risk trying to 
make it flare into flames now, not

Of least resistance and follow’ the 
suggestion of the State’s Attorney

would not be the end of this crime! 
That is why this Court must dJ

with this trial and the words of 
hate from Buckley. But neither 
did he snuff it; he nursed it, kept Otherwise.
it as his last refuge. “There are times, Your Honor,

When Max came Bigger saw that when reality bears features of such
------------------------------------------------------ his face was pale and drawn. There an impelling moral complexion that
church services, every one could were dark rings beneath the eyes, it is impossible to follow the hewn
at least read the Bible on that day Max laid a hand on Bigger’s knee path of expediency. There arc
and keep their radios in tunc with and whispered. times when life’s ends are so rev.

programs and utter a <‘j’m going to do all I can. son.” cled that reason and sense cry out
Court opened and the judge said, that we stop and gather them tu-
‘‘Are you ready to proceed, Mr. gether again before we can pro-

Max?”
“Yes Your Honor.” “What atmosphere surrounds this
Max rose, ran his hand ttroUKh llial7 Are m<J citizens soberly in-

his white hair and went to the , n ,■ ’ ? n
He turned and executetl? That retribution is dealt

and say. Death’! And that would grumbled but did little else, 
he the end of this case. But that

soon succumbed to the forces of prejudices, and a predom­
inate southern atmosphere prevailed.

The native white Hoosier didn’t object and the Negro 
was too wrapped up in his daily struggle for existence to 
pay much attention to what* was happening. When the 
doors of the downtown theatres were shut in his face, he

When Crispus Attucks High School was built and he 
was told he could no longer send his children to Tech, Short- 
ridge, or Manua?, he once again grudg^ily accepted the 
ultimatum.

When the parks and playgrounds, including Riverside, 
excluded him and his family from participating in their 
activities, the local sepian once again acquiesced, gratefully 
accepting Douglas Park for his exclusive usage.

Yes, and when he was told that he couldn’t live where 
he chose; couldn’t eat where he had a mind to; couldn’t 
stay at any of the hotels, or participate in this or that 
program because of his color, the Negro cither because he 
didn’t care, or possessed an inferiority complex, meekly

______  _ 'a,eWaayboutNb0eii0enRth'G aubfecuTf fw*e‘ to balt-faced the judge and Buckley <>'“ i" measure with the obeusej bowed down before the god of Jim-Crowism.
The address was made to a Cathoic group. Catholics are books by dm.tant? whites Ao have ^ ^ cauSt^n^pun'IsheiV1'6 ^ y

en in sincerity are only conform 
ing to the spirit of Christmas.

—HATTIE WEBSTER.

able leaders in every sphere of human endeavor in our land. little else to do with their writing

Srarjs ssssa change of spirit by the American people in general. There than 15 years ago. it is more 
is something to be gained, and on the other hand there is bitter and more vengeful. There 
something to be lost without a change. In the mean time, ^ n« desire to be * nice” in it
Megro people of the land can afford wisely to watch and £ °s® ^Ie8re^ynmodr°e. Bn.. Officers Mess,
study Catholic peoples, who follow the leaders of their faith. they are more effected by it is North Carolina.

—-------------------------------------------------------------  - questionable. There may be only Editor Indpls Recorder.
those who like spicy literature no ^

Remember when the dark days come, God is only pre- matter what the subject, 
paring a background for a real heavenly sun. Yours truly,

He cleared his throat.
“Your Honor, never in my life 

have I risen in court to make a 
plea with a firmer conviction in 
my heart. I know that what I

ENJOYS READING RECORDER

(From Sgt. Bill Carr, HQ.. 16th

Dear Sir:

ED. PETERSON.
Some men ilve by rules; others by faith.

CHRISTMAS OBSERVANCE
Editor, the Indianapolis Recorder:

Today there are well over seventy thousand colored 
people living a “half man” existence within this city. Among 
this group there are not a half-dozen persons fearless and 
selfless enough to stand up for their God-Given Constitu­
tional rights of free men. There is not one, out of the 
numerous clubs and organizations willing or capable of 
assuming this responsibility. And there is not one single 

Fort Bragg, and one people. Perhaps it is in --““f 'the' newsnane'rs1 and The individual with any claim of leadership ability, willing to
*-------- --- *'** prosecution launched^he^ridiculous undertake the tremendous task of leading the Children of

0 e claim that the Communist Party Ham out of the wilderness of social, political and economic
was in someway linked to these despair.

For how long these unbearable conditions will continue 
to exist? Only the good Lord Himself knows.

A man may build himself a throne of bayonets, but 
he cannot sit on it.—Dean Inge.

“No! Every conceivable preju­
dice has been dragged into this 
case. The authorities of the city 
and state deliberately inflamed the 

have to say here" todly touches p,lblk‘ 111 !nd f 10 the point where 
the destiny of an entire nation, they could not keep the peace witn. 
My plea is for more than one man out martial aw. . Responsible to

it is in nothing but their own corrupt con-
a manner fortunate that the 
fendant has committed one 
darkest crimes in our memory; for

At this time I take great pleas- if.we can encompass the life of two murders. Only here in court 
yesterday morning did the State’s 
Attorney cease implying that Big-

The simple reason why some men are not going to 
heaven, is because they can’t take-off from some evil things 1 ^L^uietfdTs 
down here. approaching and

ure in writing you. I am a con- tnis man and find out what has 
stant reader and subscriber of your happened to him. it we can un-

“wends J Unt
ed Indianapolis. ed to ours, if we can do this, per-

I intended to fly by plane to haps .we shall find the key to our

crimes which he could not prove. 
The hunt lor Bigger Thomas

visit relatives and friends next future, that rare vantage point served as an excuse to terrorize
The* VuletidtT'season is rapidly weTk ioTten da^rtrom?m Br^ ^o“sls° “to Z irt!;n!t^V™er“

Satan’s 
of poor souls if kI WiMzM SesMsdisrespectful to this Court, prosecution and the stimulated TvrriT'nm*

be honest A man’s temper of the people are of such was INLIILD .
nature as to indicate that more those people lived their lives as

kill
that brought 

this, 
did not 

accord! It 
Until a week ago

CONTRIBUTED
VERSE

Do >ot Sigh
. , people (especially Christians) will a resident of Indianapolis, the to he

To those who plan on going to heaven, honesty must actually adopt themselves to the nephew of Mr. and Mrs. Charley hut I must
be practiced down here; too many golden slippers laying ^of rourd^io Paiie.on zB-eer ^ ^

that ^ reSPeCtiVe ChUrCheS “ r“,U"e* , remain, c^s n^derThan! * ^^ail «>«? %?£££& .SfSSjS&U ^ *" ^
around Up there, for any chances to be taken.

Knoweth thou. I had to leave thee. 
Yes, I knew you would grieve;
Do not sigh, nor pine for me

At thfe end of each day, be sure you can sing “I’ve done 
my best”—and not a thing less.

If It be not possible to attend SGT. BILL CARR. dicap, notwithstanding our preten- high feeling and excitement? Is

as. wSk-k SS--
Don’t get into your head you can out-smart Satan; 

he wants with you is the very last round.

Before you come into your own, you must really 
somewhere. <

White educator fined ($50) fifty dollars in Alabama for “This man is DIFFERENT, even hated today^hecause of what he gddemonstrations^or^belief6would Ihit. just above the Azure blue
The Governor of the A silver lining will shine thru.eating with fellow worker, Negro educator, News headline though his crime differs from sim- has done? Were labor unions and be t d,

—the sands of time are marked with the tracks of but one ilar crimes only in degree. The workers’ halls raided solely be- gtate know for he pledged the 
noble race of men, wherever you go, the dominant group. ----- cause a Nearo a cr,mc- ~ -„ Manufacturers’ Association that he 'Vhile during my stay here below 

of hor- would use troops against workers 1 tried each passing day to show

A pamphlet, retrieved from musty historical files, 
notes “the first white man to set foot on the present site gency Blood Plasma, News headline, Democracy in action.
of Chicago, was a French Negro, Jean Batiste Du Saible _________________________________
from St. Domingo”—the sands of time are marked with the 
tracks 6t but one noble race of men, wherever you go, the
dominant group* pient, but constantly take a chance wiih their souls,.

complex forces of society have cause a Negro committed a
isolated here for us a symbol, a Did those white bones lying _______
test symbol. The prejudice of the table evoke the gasp of hor. ^ou‘t^n"sirikef ^The May- To loved ones, friends and others,
men have stained this symbol, lijce 1'01, that went up from the nation. or knows for he to]d the merchants too-
a germ stained for examination un- “Your Honor, you know that that ot- tbe cjfy that the budget would How to scatter sunshine, whate’r

*’ ....................... ‘ you do.Not all Amei leans are privileged^to help provide Emer- der the microscope. The unremit- is NOT the case! AH of the fac- jjg cut down, that no new taxes
ting hate of men has given us a tors in the present hysteria exist- would imposed to satisfy the 
psychological distance that will en- ed before Bigger Thomas was ever ciam0r 0f the masses of the needy!

------------------------------------------------------------------ able u» to see this tiny social sym. heard of. Negroes, workers and “There is guilt in the rage that
__ i , s - i • . , bol in relation to our whole sick labor unions were hated as muchThere are men who boas! of never taking snap judg- SOcial .prganism. yesterday as they are today. ---------

Your Honor, that the "Crimes of eveii greater brutal- (Continued flert Week)

Now, my task on earth is done 
My weary race, I have run;
So cheer up children, do not sigh 
Meet me in my home on high.

Pearl E, Reuben


